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ARTICLE 1 - ORGANIZATION AND REGULATIONS 
 
1.1 Formula Le Mans Cup is organized by the Automobile Club de l'Ouest (ACO) who has entrusted 

ORECA for the promotion and coordination. 
 
1.2 Formula Le Mans Cup will include: 
 - An overall classification for the drivers  
 - A classification for the junior drivers  
 - A classification for the Teams 
 
1.3 For all the matters which are not specifically stipulated in these regulations, the competitors must 

refer and abide to the prescriptions of, in the following order:  
 - the FIA International Sporting Code. 
 - the Circuit General Prescriptions of the FIA. 
 - the Supplementary Regulations of each event. 
 - the addenda issued by Oreca. 
 

Any special regulation that may be applied during an event must be submitted to the approval of 
the Organizing Committee at least 30 days before the date of that event. 

 
Any dispute that may arise in relation to the interpretation of these regulations shall be judged by 
the Stewards appointed for each event. 

 
The competitors must fill and sign a « Participation Contract », whereby they undertake to accept 
and to respect all its terms and clauses. 

 
1.4 The Organizing Committee of Formula Le Mans holds all powers to organize the events.  

It is made up of the following members:  
  
     M. Pierre Fillon 
     M. Hugues De Chaunac 
     M. Rémi Brouard 
     M. Raphael De Chaunac 
     M. Daniel Poissenot 
     M. Alain Marguet 
      
      
 
1.5 These regulations have been registered by the FFSA with the number C 11 at the date 
 january 12, 2009 
 

These regulations are published in French and in English. The final text will be the French 
version, which will be used should any dispute arise as to their interpretation. 

 
1.6 No modification may be made to these regulations without the approval of the Organizing 

Committee of Formula Le Mans 
 
1.7 All the communication (information, time tables, notes and addenda, etc…) will be made by e-

mail. It is therefore required that each competitor provides a valid e-mail address. 
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ARTICLE 2 - GENERAL PRESCRIPTIONS 
 
2.1 Competitors submitting an entry to Formula Le Mans are deemed to be in full knowledge of the 

present regulations and of those mentioned under article 1.3. Each competitor undertakes on his 
own behalf and on behalf of all persons associated with his participation to observe all the 
provisions of all these regulations, as to both their form and spirit. 

  
2.2 It is the competitor’s responsibility to ensure that his car (or his cars) complies (or comply) with 

the conditions of eligibility and safety throughout the event, including private testing, free practice 
sessions, qualifying practices and the races. 

 
2.3 The presentation of a car for scrutineering will be deemed an implicit statement of conformity. 
 
 
ARTICLE 3 - LICENCES 
 

All drivers participating in Formula Le Mans must hold a valid FIA International Driver’s licence 
grade A or B. Exceptionnaly, driver's licence grade C could be accepted with an authorisation 
issued by their ASN, following the International Sporting Code, appendix  L,  chapter 1,  
acticles 2, 3 and 4 

 
 
ARTICLE 4 - INSURANCES 
 

An insurance covering third-party liability must be taken by the Organizer.  
This insurance shall supplement any individual personal insurance that the competitors and any 
person taking part in an event may have contracted, without interfering with any such insurance 
policies.  
The drivers and the competitors taking part in the event are not considered to be third parties with 
regard to each other. 

 
 
ARTICLE 5 – CARS ALLOWED 
 
5.1 The only cars allowed to compete in Formula Le Mans 2009 are the Prototypes Oreca  
 Type FLM 09, which have successfully passed the preliminary technical checks.   
  
5.2 Spare cars are not allowed. 
 
5.3 A driver may only use one single car during an event. A change of the monocoque is not 

considered as a change of car if the other main components, engine, gearbox, suspensions, 
 are kept the same. 
 
5.4 A car damaged in an accident must be checked by the Technical Scrutineers and their approval 

is required before taking part in the next event. 
 
5.4 Should a monocoque need to be replaced, the work must be done under the supervision of the 

Technical Scrutineers. 
 
 
ARTICLE 6 – ENTRIES TO FORMULA LE MANS 
 
6.1 The competitors wishing to enter Formula Le Mans 2009 must undertake to enter their car(s) in 

all the events. 
 No refund will be made in case of a competitor’s failure to participate. 
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6.2 The entry fee to Formula Le Mans is 15 000,00 € excl-taxes per car and authorizes the entrant to 
participate in all the events of the 2009 season. 

 
6.3 The entry applications, together with the season's entry fee payment of 15 000,00 € per car,   

paid by bank cheque to the order of “Société Formula Le Mans Cup”, must be sent before the 
entry closing time to : 

 
     ORECA 
     Formula Le Mans 
     Parc d'activités de Signes - BP 706 
     83030 Toulon cedex 9 
     France 
 
 
6.4 If the number of entry applications is higher than the number of places available, the Organizing 

Committee will operate a selection taking into account the racing record of the applicants, their 
nationality or any other criteria favouring the balance and diversity of the entry list, as well as the 
countries’ representation. 

 
6.5 The Organizing Committee will send to the selected competitors a participation dossier including 

the entry form and the Participation Contract. 
This dossier duly filled and signed will have to be sent back to Oreca. 
Should an entry application be rejected, the competitor will be informed within 30 days of the 
closing date of entries and the payment will be refunded. 

 
6.6 For each car entered, it is mandatory to enter two drivers. 
    
6.7 The drivers’ pairing may count to the maximum one established driver. 
 
6.8 The definition of an established driver is the following. 
 Every driver below 55 years of age fulfilling at least one of the following criteria : 
 - has hold a F1 super licence 

- has been classified in the top 10 places of any major single seaters championship such as 
F3000, Cart/Champcar, IRL, GP2, A1 GP 
- has been classified in the top 6 places of a major national or international F3 championship, or 
of a major single-seaters national championship (FR2000-Italian F3000), or of a less prominent 
international single-seaters series ( World Series, FR 2000 international) 

 - has won the 24 Hours of Le Mans. 
 - has been a works driver. 

- is a driver whose performances, although not in correspondence with one of the definitions 
mentioned here above, can be considered as being at a professional level by the Organizing 
Committee. 
In case of doubt and/or litigation, the Organizing Committee of Formula Le Mans will sole have 
the right to decide. 

 
6.9 A driver is eligible as junior if he is less than 25 years on 1st January 2009. 
  
6.10 A change of driver during the season will be accepted at the following conditions : 
 - To make the request to the Organizing Committee. 
 - Providing that the new driver has the licence required under Article 3. 

- Providing that the arrival of this new driver complies with the provisions of Article 6.8 of these 
Sporting Regulations. 

 - Providing that the new driver takes part in all the races of the event concerned. 
  
  
 
 
 
 



 5

 
 
ARTICLE 7 - FORMAT AND CALENDAR OF THE MEETINGS 
 
7.1 Formula Le Mans is made of 7 events: 
 - 5 will support the "Le Mans Series" event 
 - 1 will take place as a curtain raiser to the « 24 Hours of Le Mans » 
 - 1 additional event with feature a 4 Hours endurance race at the end of the season. 

This last event will have its own Supplementary Regulations regarding its format, date, location 
and the running of the event. 

 These Supplementary Regulations will be issued one month in advance at the minimum. 
 
7.2 Each event taking place with the "Le Mans Series" will feature: 
 - one free practice session of minimum 60 minutes. 

- two qualifying practices sessions of 20 minutes each, separated by a gap of minimum  
5 minutes. 

 - two races of 60 minutes. 
- a pit stop will be mandatory with a driver’s change to be made in a minimum set time and within 
a set laps’ window that will be defined between 40% and 60% of the race distance.  
Competitors will be informed of this window at each event and for each race. 

 
7.3 The calendar of Formula Le Mans Cup is scheduled as follow: 
  
    08 May      >  10 May  Spa 
    11 June     >  13 June  Le Mans 
    31 July      >  02 August  Algarve 
    21 August >  23 August  Nürburgring 
    11 Sept.    >  13 September  Silverstone 
    October    >    TBD   Endurance race 
     
 The date and location of the 3 or 4-hours endurance race will be confirmed later. 
 

The Organizing Committee reserves the right to modify this calendar, the dates and/or the 
circuits. 
Should it be the case, the Competitors will be informed at the minimum 15 days before the event 
concerned. 

 
 
ARTICLE 8 – CLASSIFICATIONS AND POINTS 
 
8.1 The Classifications of Formula Le Mans will be the following: 
 
  - An overall classification for the drivers 
  - A Junior classification 
  - A classification for the Teams  
 
8.2 Allocation of points  
   
8.2.1 The driver setting the fastest lap during a qualifying practice session will score 1 point. 
 
8.2.2 Points will be awarded to each driver in each race of each event according to the following scale: 
   1st      20 points     6th      6 points 
   2nd      15 points     7th      4 points 
   3rd      12 points     8th      3 points 
   4th      10 points     9th     2 points 
   5th        8 points   10th     1 point 
  
8.2.3 The driver setting the fastest lap during a race will score 1 point. 
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8.2.4 Teams classification 
 

- A Team is a competitor entering a minimum of two cars under the same team’s name in all the 
events. 
- For each race, the Teams will add the points awarded as a result of the final position obtained 
by its two best placed cars. 
- The points awarded for the pole positions and for the fastest race lap will not be counted for the 
Teams classification. 
- If a Team changes its name during the season, it will be considered as a new team and it will 
loose the points scored under its previous name. 

 
8.3 Final classifications 
  
 - For the Drivers, the final classification will be made by adding all the results.  
 - The results of all the races will be taken into account for the Teams classification. 

- In case of ex-aequo, it is the quality and the anteriority of the results that will be used as a mean 
to split the competitors. 

 
 
ARTICLE 9 – PRIVATE AND COLLECTIVE TESTS 
 
9.1 From the first event and until the day after the last event of the 2009 season, private tests using 

the Oreca FLM 09 cars are strictly forbidden, except those sessions scheduled by the Organizing 
Committee and those tests that may comply with the dispensation quota (cf. article 9.6).  

  
9.2 For this reason, at the end of each event, the electronic control units (ECU) of all the cars will be 

locked by the Technical Scrutineers of Formula Le Mans. 
 They will be unlocked at the start of each event. 

A competitor failing to the obligation of having the ECU(s) of his car(s) locked will be inflicted a 
penaly that could lead to his exclusion for the next event. 

 
9.3 The Organizing Committee of Formula Le Mans will organize collective private test days for all 

the entered competitors ( 3 days). 
These tests will be organized on one or several circuits, preferably where Formula Le Mans 
events will take place. 

 
9.4 The entry fee for a collective private test session amounts to 1500 € excl taxes per car. 
 
9.5 The collective private tests sessions will take place on one day each. 
 Two sets of new tyres will be allocated per car. 

It will be possible to fit used tyres only if these come from a previous collective private test 
session. 

  
9.6 The dispensation quota is an allocation of 4 hours of engine’ use time per year for each car, for 

the sole purpose of marketing activities, test of a new driver or shakedown test following a major 
repair of the car. 
To use the dispensation quota, the competitor must make the request to the Coordinator 
nominated by the Organizing Committee, who will give the permission after checking that the 
request is legitimate. 
The dispensation quota cannot be used on a track where a Formula Le Mans event will take 
place. 

 
9.7 Any infringement to the private testing regulations may lead to the exclusion of the competitor or 

competitors involved from Formula Le Mans. 
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ARTICLE 10 – PRELIMINARY CHECKS 
 
10.1 The timetable and locations for the administrative and technical checks will be communicated to 

the competitors during the week before the event. 
 
10.2 Administrative checks: 

- During these checks, all entrants and/or driver must provide all the documents required and 
their licences. 

 - The drivers must pay the entry fee. 
- An entrant or driver failing to pass the checks before their closing time would not be allowed to 
participate in the event. 

  
10.2 Technical scrutineering: 

- The preliminary technical checks will take place in the area allocated to the team’s transporter, 
unless advised otherwise. 
- No car may take part in qualifying practice without having passed the preliminary technical 
checks.  

  
10.3 If a competitor fails to pass the checks on time, he will have to pay a financial fine of 300 €. 
 
10.4 Any non-conformity noticed during these checks must be corrected before the competitor is 

allowed to take part in the practice sessions. 
 
10.5 The list of entrants, drivers and cars allowed to practice will be posted one hour before the start of 

the practice sessions. 
 
10.6  After the qualifying practice sessions, the list of entrants, drivers and cars allowed to take part in 

the race will be completed and posted, as well as the starting grid. 
 
 
 
ARTICLE 11 – CHECKS DURING AN EVENT 
 
11.1 The cars may be checked at any time during an event. 
  
11.2 Upon proposal from the Technical Delegate of Formula Le Mans, the Race Director or the 

Stewards will instruct the Scrutineers to make checks at the end of the qualifying sessions and 
the races. The Technical Delegate will indicate the points to be checked and, eventually, the race 
numbers of the cars other than those already designated by the persons responsible for Formula 
Le Mans. 

 
11.3  For this purpose, the Scrutineers will have the possibility to give at once to the Race Director their 

requests for detailed checks concerning all their interventions (qualifying practice sessions or 
races). 

 In all cases, the decision - once reached by the Stewards - will be given to the Race Director, 
who will pass it on to the Stewards. 

 
11.4  The designated cars will be placed in Parc Fermé. 
 Any infringement to this rule will lead to the exclusion of the competitor.  
 All the other competitors must consider themselves as in Parc Fermé and they cannot work on 

the cars until the end of the time allowed to lodge a protest (½ hour after the results have been 
posted). 

 
11.5 The technical checks will be made by the scrutineers appointed by Formula Le Mans in the 

presence of the competitor or his representative. 
 If the competitor or his representative fails to attend the checks, then no protest will be accepted. 
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If necessary, assistance may be required from two mechanics designated by the competitor for 
the dismantling operations. 

 
11.6 If necessary, the scrutineers may request and retain one or more parts from the car in order to 

check its/their eligibility. These parts will be duly identified in the presence of the competitor. 
 
11.7  The following components must be sealed: 
 the engine, the shock absorbers, the engine’s electronic control unit. 
 In case of ballast weight, this will also have to be sealed. 
 The Organizing Committee may decide to seal other components, after informing the competitors 

by a technical note. 
 The seals must remain in place permanently. 
 The state of the seals is the responsibility of the competitor. 
 The fact that the seals are in place only presumes about the conformity and it does not preclude 

in any case that the concerned component can be removed and/or checked. 
 If a competitor needs to work on a sealed component, he must ask prior permission to the 

Technical delegate of Formula Le Mans. 
  
11.8 The parts removed and declared illegal will be kept without being replaced or reimbursed by the 

Organizing Committee. 
 
11.9 The data recorded by the electronic control must be available to be downloaded by the technical 

scrutineers at any time during an event and until one hour after the end of the last race of the 
event. The name of the recorded parameters must remain the name mentioned in the technical 
manual. 

 
11.10 Any car declared illegal may be excluded from the race or from the event concerned by the 

Stewards. The Organizing Committee of Formula Le Mans may decide to impose an additional 
penalty up to the permanent exclusion. 

 
11.11 If a car is declared illegal under the provisions of the technical regulations, the fact that 

performance could have been gained or not will not be considered as a valid defending 
argument. 

 
11.12 Everything which is not explicitly permitted by the regulations is forbidden. 
 
 
ARTICLE 12 – ADVERTISING AND IDENTIFICATION 
 
12.1 Permanent race numbers will be allocated for the whole season, whoever will be the driver. 

They must be affixed to the locations stipulated on the “identification plan” that will be given to the 
competitors at registration. 

  
12.2 The name of the drivers must be displayed on the locations stipulated on the « identification 

plan », after the driver’s nationality flag. 
 
12.3 The cars taking part in Formula Le Mans must be in conformity with the identification plan 

regarding the display of the stickers from Formula Le Mans sponsors. 
 In no case may this appearance be modified by the competitor. 
 
12.4 The competitors will have the possibility to affix other advertisements providing that the following 

conditions are met: 
 - these advertisements may not mention companies in competition with the ACO, Oreca or 

Formula Le Mans partners. 
 - they must abide to the laws and regulations from the countries where the events take place. 
 - they must abide to the provisions of the FIA International Sporting Code. 
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 In case of competition created by an advertisement message, an exceptional permission may be 
granted by the Organizing Committee and this decision may result in an increase of the entry fee 
mentioned under article 6.2 of these regulations. 

 
12.5 The drivers must affix on their driving suits the embroideries of the Formula Le Mans logo and 

partners as laid out on the identification plan. 
 
12.6 The competitors must identify their trucks in compliance with the prescriptions of the identification 

plan. 
 
 
ARTICLE 13 – COMMERCIAL RIGHTS 
 
 The entrants and the drivers undertake to authorize the Organizing Committee of Formula Le 

Mans to make use, freely and free of charge for advertising, promotional or commercial purposes, 
of the names, general information and sporting results, as well as all pictures, voices, images and 
films linked to their participation to Formula Le Mans, and to transfer this right to any third party. 

 
 
ARTICLE 14 – DRIVERS’ EQUIPMENT 
 
14.1 The drivers must wear a race suit homologated by the FIA. 

  
14.2 The race suits, underwear, shoes, balaclavas and gloves must comply with the regulations (Ch. 

III - 2 of Appendix L to the FIA International Sporting code) 
 
14.3 The crash helmet must be homologated by the FIA and suitable for the use of the HANS ® 

system. 
 
14.4 Wearing of the HANS ® system is mandatory during all events (private practice, qualifying 

sessions, races). 
 
 
ARTICLE 15 - FUEL 
 
15.1 The only fuels allowed are: 
 - commercial pump fuel quality 98 ROZ lead free  
 - fuel with 10% ethanol provided at the race track. 
  
15.2 Any mix or additive is forbidden. 
 
15.3 The fuel must be at ambiant temperature. 
 
15.4 Fuel samples may be taken at any time during an event for checking purposes. 
 
 
ARTICLE 16 - TYRES 
 
16.1 The cars must be fitted with Michelin branded tyres complying with Formula Le Mans 

specifications. (See the technical regulations). 
 
16.2 The use of the tyres during the Formula Le Mans events and the collective private test sessions 

is governed by the prescriptions of these current regulations. 
 
16.3 Definitions 
 
 Slick tyre:  non grooved tyre designed for dry conditions. 
 Wet tyre:  grooved tyre designed for wet conditions. 
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Unused tyre:  tyre which has never been used but which may have been purchased 
previously. 

 New tyre:  tyre purchased during the current event. 
 Used tyre:  tyre which has been used and which may still be used. 
 Set of tyres:  set of 2 front tyres and 2 rear tyres. 
 
16.4 Collective private test 
 
 - Two sets of new slick tyres will be allocated for each session. 

 - These tyres are dedicated to the collective private tests and cannot be used during the events 
(free practice, qualifying practice and races) whatever the circumstances. 
- The only used tyres permitted may only be one of the sets dedicated to those test sessions, 
which means that only new tyres may be used during the first session. 

 
16.5 Free practice of the event 
 
 - It is forbidden to use new tyres during the free practice session of an event ; only the sets of 

tyres (unused or used) from a previous event will be allowed. 
 - For the first event of the season and in case of a car taking part for the first time, one set of new 

tyres will be allocated; this set may only be used during the free practice, in no case for the races 
or the qualifying practice sessions. 

 
16.6 Qualifying practice 
 
 - Each car will be allowed to use a quota of two new sets of slick tyres (thus four new front tyres 

and four new rear tyres). 
 - These tyres will be allocated by draw for all the competitors. 
 - These 8 tyres must be mounted and presented to the technical scrutineers for their marking at 

the specified time (there will be no dispensation). 
 - Only these two sets of tyres registered for the event may be used during the qualifying practice 

sessions. 
 
16.7  Races 
 
 For the 2 races, the following tyres may be used: 
 - The same 2 sets of new tyres registered and used for the qualifying practice.  

- Six used tyres registered for any previous event, with a free choice regarding the distribution 
between front and rear tyres. 

  
16.8 New driver 
 
 A change of driver on a same car during the season will have no effect of the tyres’ allocation ; in 

other words, the new driver will carry on the season without having any right to claim other tyres 
that those allocated. 

 
 
16.9 Identification - Registration 
 
 - At the start of each event, the competitor must fill in the form with the numbers of the bar codes 

from the tyres that he shall use during the event. 
 - If a competitor fails to hand back to the technical delegate of Formula Le Mans within the 

prescribed time, he will not be permitted to take part in the session(s) if free practice is concerned  
and he will not be permitted to take part in the event if qualifying practice is concerned. 

 - The use of a tyre which is not listed on that form will be a non-conformity infringement. 
 - All the tyres used during all the sessions must have been registered beforehand by the technical 

scrutineers (there will be no exemption). 
 - A set of new tyres which has been registered but not used may be registered again for a next 

event. 
 - A competitor must be able to present all his tyres for checks at any time during an event. 
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 - The Manager and the Technical Delegate of Formula Le Mans will be the sole persons with the 
right to decide regarding litigious or particular cases. 

 - Any infringement to these rules will lead to the exclusion from the event of the competitor at 
fault. 

 
 
16.10 Wet tyres 
 
 There is no limitation to the use of wet tyres. 

However, wet tyres must be marked and registered with the technical scrutineers of Formula Le 
Mans. 

 
16.11 Track conditions 
 
 - For the practice sessions and for the races, only the Race Director may decide if the track is 

declared wet.  
 - The use of wet tyres on a dry track is forbidden. 
 
16.12 Spare tyres (Joker tyre) 
 
 - In case of a tyre being damaged, a competitor may obtain the permission to fit a new tyre, after 

making the request to the technical delegate of Formula Le Mans, who will be the sole person to 
decide if this request is legitimate or not. 

 - This possibility may be used only twice during the season. 
 - After these two permissions have been granted, it will be possible to replace a damaged tyre, 

but in this case the competitor will be obliged to start from the back of the grid for the race or 
races in which this new tyre will be used. 

 - Any failure to abide to this rule will lead to the exclusion of the competitor. 
 - Should several competitors be obliged to start from the back of the grid, their grid position will 

be decided according to the fastest times set during the qualifying practice sessions. 
  
16.13  Forbidden acts 
 
 - The use of any heating device is forbidden. 
 - Any modification of the tyres (cutting, grooving, surface treatment, etc) is forbidden. 
 - Inflating a tyre with a gaz or substance other than air or nitrogen is forbidden. 

- Any on board device to measure or to control the tyres’ pressure is forbidden during the 
qualifying sessions and the races. 

  
16.14  Particular cases 
 

The particular cases will be considered by the technical delegate of Formula Le Mans, who will 
be the only person to decide. His decision will be final and may not be subject to an appeal. 

 
 
ARTICLE 17 – TRUCKS AND PADDOCK INSTALLATION  
 
17.1 When making an entry application to Formula Le Mans, the competitor must provide a drawing 

with the dimensions of his truck and paddock structure. 
  
17.2 To be allowed into the paddock, the structures and awnings must be in good condition, clean and 

attractive. They must display the Formula Le Mans identifications. 
 
17.3 The teams’ structures will be placed in the paddock in accordance with the instructions from the 

person responsible for the paddock installation. 
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ARTICLE 18 – ORGANIZATION OF THE EVENTS 
 
18.1 An "Information event" note containing all the indications required (timetable, locations, meetings, 

specificities, etc…) will be sent by e-mail to all the competitors a minimum of one week before the 
start of the event. 

 
18.2 Free practice  
 60 minutes duration at the minimum. 
 
18.3 Checks 
 Refer to article 10 of these regulations 
 
18.4 Drivers’ briefing 
 Attendance of the drivers during the briefing is mandatory. Any absence or late arrival without 

justification will lead to a fine of 300 €. 
 The time and location of the briefing will be advised in the event’s sera communiqué aux 

concurrents dans la "information event” note. 
 
18.5 Pre-grid 
 Cars must be in pre-grid during 30 min before the opening time of the track, for the qualifying 

practice sessions and for the races. 
  
18.6 A procedure must be followed by the teams’ crews to access the pit lane with their equipment. 

This procedure will be detailed in a specific information note. 
 
18.7 Mandatory qualifying practice sessions 
 - The qualifying practice will be split in two sessions of 20 minutes each, separated by a  
 minimum of 5 minutes interruption. 
 - The first session will decide the starting grid for the first race with driver 1, the second session 

will decide the starting grid for the second race with driver 2. 
 - The cars will not be allowed to return to the paddock during the whole duration of the qualifying 

practice, unless a permission is given by the manager of Formula Le Mans. Such permission will 
be exceptional and only granted in case of force majeure. 

 - It is forbidden to refuel on the pit lane. 
 - It is forbidden to store fuel in the pits. 
 - Each driver must participate in one practice session and must be the starting driver in the 

corresponding race.  
 
 - In case of a problem during the first session which prevents a car to participate in the second 

session, the car failing to set an official qualifying time during this second session will be placed 
at the back of the grid for the start of the second race.  

  
 - If several cars are in this situation, the grid positions will be decided according to the fastest lap 

set by those cars in the first qualifying session. 
  
18.8 Races 
 General case 
 - The start will be given according to the « rolling start » procedure.  
 - At the opening of the pit lane, from pre-grid, the cars will take their starting position on the grid 

and the engines will be switched off.  
 - Wheel changes on the starting grid are forbidden, unless decided otherwise by the Race 

Director. 
 - There will be a mandatory pit stop with a minimum fixed time, to change drivers within a 

« window » that shall be specified for each race. 
 - Any car failing to observe the mandatory pit stop will be disqualified. 
 - If a car fails to make the mandatory pit stop within the limits set by the “window”, it will be 

imposed a "Drive Through" penalty. 
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 - In case of the race being stopped while the “window” is open, the classification will be 
established at the end of the lap before the opening of the “window”. 

 - Should the safety-car be used, the race’ duration will not be changed. 
 - Refuelling is not permitted during one-hour races. 
 - Only 2 mechanics are allowed to work on a car. Any infringement to this rule will lead to a 

penalty for the car involved.  
 - In case of a wheel(s) change, the operation may involve only two persons and one single wheel 

gun. 
 - Any person operating on the pit lane must wear safety equipment, including fire-proof overalls 

and in case of refueling ,balaclava, helmet and gloves. 
 - The car classified in first position will be the car that crossed the finish line in the lead when the 

race duration has elapsed. 
  
 The races format and procedures may be changed according to the specific requirements of the 

events to which Formula Le Mans will be linked. 
 
 The 3 or 4-hours endurance race will have its own supplementary regulations, it will be possible 
 to have a third driver. 
  
18.9 Podium 
 - After the finish, the two drivers of the three best placed cars will immediately proceed to the 

podium to receive their trophies. 
 -  Attending the podium ceremony is mandatory. 
 - These same drivers will then go directly to the media centre for the interviews with the 

journalists. 
 - Upon request from the organisers, they must make themselves available for the promotional 

activities of Formula Le Mans. 
  
 
ARTICLE 19 - PENALTIES 
 
19.1 Respect of the regulations 
 - All the entrants and drivers must abide to these regulations and to those stipulated in Article 1.3 

at all times during the Formula Le Mans events. 
 - The Stewards may inflict the penalties specifically stipulated in these regulations, in addition to 

or instead of any other penalties that they have the right to impose in accordance with the FIA 
International Sporting Code.  

 - The penalties set out in these regulations may be aggravated by the Stewards in case of 
recurrence of the infringement. 

 
19.2 Administrative and sporting penalties: 
  
 Failure to comply with the car identification plan >   Not allowed to take part in/or the races  
 
 Identification missing on drivers’ suit   >   Fine of 300 € - Recurrence 500 € 
 
 Failure to attend the technical/sporting checks >   Not allowed to participate- possible  

            exclusion 
  
 Late at the checks     >   Fine of 300 € - Recurrence 500 € 
 
 Absent from /or late at the briefing   >   Fine of 300 € - Recurrence 500 € 
 
 Absent from the podium ceremony   >   Fine of 300 € - Recurrence 500 € 
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Infringement to Parc Fermé regulations: 
  After qualifying practice   >   Cancellation of all times 
  After the races    >   Exclusion 
 
 Too many people working on a car in the pit lane >   Time penalty at the Stewards’ discretion  
 
 Technical non compliance: 
  During qualifying practice   >   Cancellation of all times 
  During a race     >   Exclusion 
 
 Defective seals on the starting grid   >   Fine of 300 €  

 
Infringement to the private tests’ rules >   Decision from the Organizing committee,  
         with the possibility of exclusion. 

 
19.3 For any sporting penalty decided by the Stewards, the Organizing Committee of Formula Le 

Mans may decide to impose an additional punishment that may lead to the definitive exclusion of 
Formula Le Mans, without any refund of the paid entry fees. 

 
19.4 If a driver is excluded from a race or from an event for sporting or technical reasons, then he shall 

not be entitled to any points, financial rewards or prizes of any kind for the race or for the event in 
question. 

 
19.5 The ACO and Oreca according great attention to the sporting spirit of Formula Le Mans, 
  any inappropriate behaviour in the paddock or on the track (verbal threats, unsporting acts, 

breach of sporting morals or ethics, prejudice to the interests of motor sport or to the image of 
ACO and Oreca) from a driver or his entourage, from  an entrant or from a team’ member will 
lead to the following penalties: 

 - Exclusion from the current event. 
 - Refusal of entry for the following event. 
 - A fine up to 1000 € 
 
19.6 The fines imposed in accordance with these regulations must be paid to Oreca without any delay. 
 
ARTICLE 20 – AWARDS 
 
20.1 At the end of each race, tyres will be allocated as follow : : 
 
 To the cars    1st  1 set of 4 tyres 
      2nd  2 rear tyres 
      3rd  2 front tyres 
 
 To the "Junior" drivers  1st 1 set of 4 tyres 
      2nd 2 rear tyres   
 
20.2 The awards will be given to the entered competitors. 
 
20.3 At the end of the season, the winner will be the driver with the highest number of points following 

the provisions of Article 8. 
 
 The Organizing Committee of Formula Le Mans will offer a test session with a LMP1 car to the 

winning driver. 
 
 The second will be offered a test session with a LMP2 car. 
 
 The winner of the “Junior “ classification will be offered a test session with a GT2 car. 
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ARTICLE 1 – PRELIMINARY NOTICE 
 
 1.1 In case of any dispute, the French text of these regulations will be the law. 
 
 1.2 Everything which is not explicitly authorized by these regulations is forbidden. 
 

1.3 The measuring and checking tools used by the scrutineers of Formula Le Mans will be the 
reference for all measurements and data checks. No protest will be accepted on this 
respect. The competitors will have access to these tools in order to check the accuracy of 
their own equipment.  

   
1.4 The technical data which constitute the reference are those stipulated in the technical 

manual of the Oreca FLM 09. 
 
 1.5 In case of any technical evolution, Oreca will inform the Teams by a technical note 
 
 
ARTICLE 2 - CARS 
 

2.1 Only the prototypes race cars ORECA FLM 09, in their original version, in full compliance 
with the technical manual and the present regulations, are allowed to take part in the 
events of Formula Le Mans 2009. 

 
 
ARTICLE 3 - MODIFICATIONS 
 

3.1 It is strictly forbidden to make any modification of any kind, with the exception of those 
permitted by these regulations or by a technical note published by the Organizing 
Committee. 
In the case of a second-hand car being used, it is the competitor’s responsibility to make 
sure that the car complies with the regulations. 

 
3.2 All the parts which cannot be used anymore due to wear, failure or accident must be 

replaced solely by genuine original Oreca FLM 09 parts. 
 

3.3 Any mechanical operation on the engine or on any other sealed component must be done 
by Oreca or by a company approved by Oreca. 

 
 
ARTICLE 4 - WEIGHT 
 

4.1 The minimum weight is the weight of the car ready to run with all its equipment, without 
the driver. 

 
 4.2 The weight may be checked at any time during an event. 
 
 4.3 The minimum weight of the Oreca FLM 09 is the weight stipulated in the technical manual. 
 
 
ARTICLE 5 - MONOCOQUE 
 

5.1 No modification of any kind are permitted, including drilling, reinforcement, cutting or fitting 
of brackets nor any other parts. 

 
5.2 If a monocoque is damaged in an accident, it must be returned  to Oreca who is sole 

authorized to make repairs. If the damages are too severe, the monocoque may be 
declared unusable for safety reasons. In that case, the monocoque must be replaced. 
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ARTICLE 6 - BODYWORK 
 

6.1 Bodywork slightly damaged may be repaired, but only after a request has been made to 
the technical scrutineers who will validate or not the quality of the work and the 
compliance of the repaired part(s) with the regulations. 

   
6.2 Any damaged or poorly repaired component may be declared illegal by the technical 

scrutineers at their sole appreciation 
 
 6.3 The front crash-box may be repaired only by Oreca, when this will be possible. 
 

6.4 Adhesive tape may only be used for the purpose of protection. In no case it may join 
separated parts or have an aerodynamic influence. 

 
 
ARTICLE 7 - ENGINE 
 
 7.1 Engines must remain sealed and keep all the markings affixed by Oreca. 
 

7.2 The competitor is responsible for the state of the seals and their presence at all times. 
Missing or deteriorated seals will be considered as an infringement to the technical 
compliance. 

 
7.3 Any intervention on the engine is forbidden. Repairs and maintenance operations must be 

done by Oreca. Only the following components may be dismounted by the competitors, on 
the condition that they will be replaced by similar components provided solely by Oreca for 
the FLM 09 car : 

   - The spark plugs, air filter, oil filter, belts. 
-  The alternator and the power steering pump may be replaced by similar components 
provided by Oreca for the FLM 09 car, but they cannot be disassembled. In case of failure 
of these components, they must be repaired by Oreca only. 

 
7.4  The maintenance, repair and rebuilt of the engine must be made in accordance with the 

prescriptions of the technical manual. 
 

7.5 Oreca will have the right to exchange (replace) an engine without having to give the 
reason. 

 
 7.6 The engine’s rev speed will be restricted outside the events. 

At the beginning of an event, during the technical checks, a scrutineer will unlock the rev 
limiter. 
At the end of an event, before leaving the circuit, the competitor must present his car to 
the scrutineers in order to have the rev limitar reactivated. 

 
 7.7 At any time during an event, the technical delegates may check the recorded data. 
 
 7.8 The control units of the engine and of the gearbox are sealed. 
    

7.9 No change of engine is permitted without first making the request to the technical 
scrutineers and without receiving their agreement. 

 
 7.10 At the end of an event, an engine may be removed in order to check its compliance. 
 

7.11 The exhaust system cannot be modified. 
On some circuits, the use of silencers may be compulsory if requested by the organizer. 
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ARTICLE 8 – FUEL SYSTEM 
 

8.1 The fuel tank is FIA homologated and cannot be used for more than 5 years unless re-
certified by the supplier for another 2 years of life time. 
In case of its replacement, only the fuel tank specified for the Oreca FLM 09 car is 
permitted. 

  
 8.2 It is forbidden to cool the fuel. 
 
 8.3 It his forbidden to add anything into the fuel. 
 
 
ARTICLE 9 – COOLING AND LUBRICATION SYSTEMS   
 
 9.1 The water an oil systems (tank, lines, etc) cannot be modified. 
 
 9.2 No oil may be added during the races. 
 
 
ARTICLE 10 - TRANSMISSION 
 
 10.1 All the gearbox parts must remain original parts. 
  No modification of the dimensions or aspect are permitted. 
 
 10.2 Two gearing arrangements are possible:  
   - 1. slow speed circuit 
   - 2. high speed circuit 
  It is not allowed to combine these gearing ratios differently. 
 

10.3 At any time during an event, it must be possible for the driver, sitting in his normal driving 
position, to effectively select the reverse gear.  

 
10.4 The gear selection unit and the electronic control system are sealed. 

The competitor is responsible for the state of the seals and their presence at all times. 
Missing or deteriorated seals will be considered as an infringement to the technical 
compliance. 
 

10.5 It is possible to adjust the slip torque value of the differential, but this value measured at 
the wheel must comply with the value indicated in the technical manual. 
The angle of the ramps cannot be changed or inverted. 
 

 10.6 The clutch assembly and its operating system must remain to their original specifications. 
 
 
ARTICLE 11 – BRAKING SYSTEM 
 

11.1 The whole braking assembly cannot be modified, including the calipers, discs, pads, 
cooling, etc. 

  
11.2 It is permitted to mask the cooling ducts’ entrance in order to regulate the brakes’ 

temperatures. 
 

11.3 The choice of diameters for the master cylinders will be restricted, as indicated in the 
technical manual. 
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ARTICLE 12 - SUSPENSION 
 

12.1 The shock absorbers are sealed. 
The competitor is responsible for the state of the seals and their presence at all times. 
Missing or deteriorated seals will be considered as an infringement to the technical    
compliance. 

  The only settings permitted are those operated by the standard knobs. 
 

12.2 Only the springs, the bump stops, the shims provided by Oreca and listed in the technical 
manual are permitted. 

 
 12.3 Only the anti-roll bars provided by Oreca and listed in the technical manual are permitted.  
 
 
ARTICLE 13 – RIDE HEIGHT 
 

The ride height of the car in relation to the ground surface cannot be less than the value 
stipulated in the technical manual. 

  This measurement is the distance between the flat bottom at any point and the ground.  
 The flat specification of the flat bottom must comply with the prescriptions set out in the 

technical manual. 
The wear of the skates must also comply with the tolerances set out in the technical 
manual. 

   
  A reference flat area will be available to the competitors in order to check the ride height 

of the cars. 
This reference surface and the measuring equipment of the technical scrutineers of 
Formula Le Mans will be the sole used to give a decision regarding the validity and the 
conformity of this measurement. 

   
 
ARTICLE 14 – STEERING SYSTEM 
 

14.1 It is compulsory to use the original parts of the complete steering system and of its power 
assistance. 

 
 
ARTICLE 15 - WHEELS AND TYRES 
 
 15.1 It is compulsory to use the original rims. 
 
 15.2 The over-pressure valves are forbidden. 
 
 15.3 The pressure sensors are forbidden. 
 

15.4 The only tyres permitted are the specific tyres made for Formula Le Mans and supplied by 
Michelin. 

   
  Dimensions :  Front  30 / 65 - 18 
     Rear  31 / 71 - 18 
 
 
ARTICLE 16 - COCKPIT 
  

The steering wheel, quick release, rear view mirrors, batteries, dashboard, and all the 
cockpit components and equipment must remain in their standard state. 

  The driver seat may be filled with expanded foam, to suit the driver’s morphology. 
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ARTICLE 17 – SAFETY FEATURES 
 

Fire extinguisher, master switch, safety belts, headrest, towing rings, etc, must remain in 
their standard state.  

    
  The headrest may be covered providing that a fire-resistant material is used. 
 
  The use of the HANS ® system is compulsory. 
 
 
ARTICLE 18 - ELECTRICS - ELECTRONICS 
 

The electrical harnesses, lights, ECU, dashboard, control unit of the gearbox, etc must 
remain in their standard state and position.  
 The competitor is responsible for the state of the seals and their presence at all times. 
Missing or deteriorated seals will be considered as an infringement to the technical 
compliance. 

 
 
ARTICLE 19 – DATA ACQUISITION 
 

The only data acquisition permitted are those from the standard system and those from 
the optional kit. 
It is forbidden to use any other sensor, measuring system or data acquisition system. 
The list of the available parameters is stipulated in the technical manual. 

 
   
ARTICLE 20 – ADDITIONAL EQUIPEMENT 
 

20.1 Transponders: one transponder per driver must be used. 
The type and make of the homologated transponder is stipulated in the technical manual. 

 
20.2 Radios: A radio system "driver/pit" may be installed on the condition that the equipment is 

homologated by and declared to the relevant authorities.  
  The radio equipment must be safely attached on the left side of the cockpit. 
 

20.3 On-board cameras: it will be permitted, once the officials have been informed, to fit an on-
board camera, providing that the device is of small dimensions and safely attached. Its 
position must have been approved by the officials.  

 
 
ARTICLE 21 – TECHNICAL CHECKS 
 

21.1   The technical checks are carried out by the technical scrutineers of Oreca and by one 
technical scrutineer from the ASN. 

 
21.2 Technical checks may take place at any time, before, during or after the practice sessions 

and the races. 
   

21.3 Each car must pass technical scrutineering before the qualifying sessions in order to be 
allowed to participate in these sessions. 

  
21.4 The presentation of a car to technical scrutineering will be deemed to constitute an implicit 

declaration of eligibility by the competitor. 
 

21.5  Only the entrant or his representative duly designated must attend the technical checks. 
The entrant’s mechanics will have the duty to dismantle and to re-fit the components to be 
checked according to the request and under the control of the officials.  
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 21.6 The cars must be presented to the technical checks as described hereunder: 
  - Car ready to take part to the practice sessions or to the race. 

 - all the safety elements (fire-extinguisher, towing rings, etc.) in place and in working 
conditions. 

  - Decorations and race numbers affixed and in good condition. 
  - Car in full compliance with the regulations. 
  Any car failing to comply with these requirements will be refused. 
 
 21.7 A car arriving on the starting grid with damaged seals will be subject to : 
  - a fine of 300 € 
  - a quick check from the officials who will affix new seals if necessary.  
  This quick check of the car will not be an assumption of its compliance. 
  A car with seals missing will not be allowed to start the race. 
 
   
ARTICLE 22 – REFUSAL OF CHECKS 
 

Any refusal of a control and/or a check will be deemed as a failure of the car’s compliance 
and will lead to the car being excluded of the event at the first offence and to the 
permanent exclusion of Formula Le Mans with the loss of the deposit at the second 
offence.  

   
 
ARTICLE 23 – SEALING AND MARKING 
 

23.1    The seals and markings on the mechanical components will be checked by the 
scrutineers of Formula Le Mans and any removal, modification or deliberate damages of 
these seals and markings will lead to an immediate exclusion. 

 
23.2    The setting of any electronic box or casing is considered as a sealing ; in no case it can 

be modified or damaged. The opening of such box or casing will lead to an immediate 
exclusion.  

 
23.3    The imitation and/or modification of any seal or marking will lead to the driver and the 

entrant being excluded and banned from any further participation in the next editions of 
Formula Le Mans.  

 
 
ARTICLE 24 – POST-RACE CHECKS 
 

24.1    From the moment the chequered flag is waved, the cars will be deemed to be under Parc 
fermé regulations.  

 
24.2    Unless being instructed or authorized otherwise by the Stewards or by the Technical 

Delegate, it is forbidden to intervene on a car in any way until the expiry of the latest 
protest time limit set out in chapter XII of the sporting code.  

    
 

24.3    Spontaneously or following a protest, the Stewards may select during the time limits here 
above defined one or more cars that must undergo technical checks.  

 
24.4 The Stewards or the Technical Delegate will have the right to keep one or more cars for 

as long as they judge it necessary without the entrant being entitled to any compensation.  
   

24.5 If a car is not available during the time limits here above defined or if a car does not have 
the seals in place, it will be declared ineligible.  
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24.6    If the car checked is found not eligible, the transport costs that may be involved, as well as 
the costs of dismantling and rebuilt that may be involved, will be supported by the entrant 
on a tariff base of 60 € / hour (tax excl.) 

 
24.7    During the checks, one or more parts may be removed and kept for further checks. If this 

(or these parts) could not be returned within sufficient time for the following race, then the 
similar standard part(s) would be provided.  

 
                                             
ARTICLE 25 - NON CONFORMITY 
 

25.1 A declaration of non conformity due to missing seal(s) or marking(s), failure to attend the 
post-race checks, etc, have the same effects regarding the Formula Le Mans regulations 
as a technical non conformity.  

 
25.2    Any non conformity will be treated as such within the meaning of the regulations of 

Formula Le Mans and this, whatever the origin of this non conformity (displacement, stop, 
tests, race, etc.) or the moment when it occurred or its cause (for example: vibrations, 
shocks, overheating, accidental introduction of a debris, etc). 

 
25.3 Any car declared illegal will be disqualified from the event and could be excluded 

permanently from Formula Le Mans. 
   

         


